
 
 

Economic Development Board Meeting Minutes, August 12, 2026 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:01 p.m. Open meeting laws noted in the City Office. 
 
Members Present:  Tom Shoemaker, Darcy Johnson, Jan tenBensel, Jarod Albers, Derek Downer, Jo Lee 
Ebbers, Lori Harding, Randy Heitmann, Jason Weiss 
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Others Present:  Melissa Jackson, Mayor David Gunderson, Courtney Stanton 
 
Consent Approval of Financials/Invoices and Minutes and Bills:  The Board reviewed the July financials. 
A motion was made by Jan tenBensel, seconded by Jo Lee Ebbers, to approve the financials. Motion 
carried. 
 
New Business: 
Melissa Jackson gave an activities report.  
 
The Board reviewed the Cambridge Senior Center façade grant application. A motion was made by 
Derek Downer, to approve the application. As the application was submitted, it did not qualify for a 
façade grant. The motion died for lack of a second. Application denied.  
 
The Board reviewed the JABR Investments/Onyx Native façade grant application. A motion was made by 
Darcy Johnson, seconded by Jason Weiss, to approve the application. Motion carried. 
 
The Board reviewed the 2026-27 budget.  
 
Melissa Jackson will work with Courtney Stanton to make changes to the following budget line items: 
youth internship, workforce housing, housing rehab and public benefits. Once amended, the budget will 
be sent to the ED board for final approval before sending to City Council. 
 
A motion was made by Jan tenBensel, seconded by Lori Harding, that requires individuals and groups to 
apply to use Public Benefits Grant funds. Motion carried.  
 
Melissa Jackson will develop an application for people/groups to present to the ED Board when 
requesting LB840 Public Benefits funds beginning Oct. 1, 2026.  
 
The Mayor shared thoughts on the façade grant program. 
 
A motion was made by Derek Downer, seconded by Jan tenBensel, to approve the rewritten 3-year 
strategic plan (with slight changes). Motion carried. 



 
The Board reviewed the checklists for both commercial and residential lots in Harvest Meadows. These 
will help residents looking to build a home or business understand the process. Slight changes will be 
made then sent to the City Office. 
 
Project Updates:    
Melissa Jackson presented July social media statistical results. 
 
Public Comment: 
Derek Downer suggested keeping workforce housing as an agenda item each month. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:31 p.m. 
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. at the City offices. 
  
  



Cambridge Economic Development Foundation Board Meeting 
June 10, 2026 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:27 pm.  
 
M. Jackson gave a financial report.  
 
A motion was made by Jason Weiss, seconded by Derek Downer, to formally approve Jo Lee Ebbers as a 
Foundation Board member. Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30.  


